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" DALLAS TWP. ~ Mike Cleary gave so much to the
Back Mountain during his all-too-short time as a mem-
: ber of the community. And even a year after his tragic
i B - and sudden death, the son of Jack and Marianne Cleary
= ol Dallas Township continues to have a positive effect
-l-_lfl-llybel‘ 24 - December 30, 2006 | on the community he loved so dearly.
' [ The 1999 Dallas High School graduate was killed
| Dec. 20, 2005 when insurgent forces detonated an im-
Il provised explosive device on a road near Samarra. Iraq.
First Lt. Cleary and his men were returning 1o their
| unit after successfully destroying a large cache of
‘ weapons in a bomb factory when a roadside bomb ex-

! ploded near their convoy. The mission saved the lives
of many U.S. and U.S.friendly troops and innocent ci-
| vilians.
The intelligent, popular, athletic, 24-year-old was 10
ot 50¢ days away from ending his tour of duty in Iraq and re-

turning to the United States. Cleary was also two
months away from marrying his longtime sweetheart
% : Erin Kavanagh.

JL DISTRICTS “Losing a child leaves a whole in your heart,” said

g Jack Cleary. who joined his wife at a memorial Mass
last Wednesday, a year to the day after their son was
killed in the line of duty. “It’s a day-by-day thing. You
just put one foot in front of the other. You can't come up
with areason why it happened. There is no answer. But
we've met a lot of wonderful people in the past year.
This is a great community.”

The Clearys have been able to give back to the com-
munity through the 1st Lt. Michael J. Cleary Founda-
tion, which has raised: thousands of dollars - and
helped dozens of people ~ since its inception less than
! 12 months ago.
| Money already endowed through the foundation
will be able to give $7,000 to $10,000 a year in grants
and scholarships and still never touch the principal,
said Jack Cleary. Fundraisers included a golf tourna-
ment and money raised by brother-in-law Jim Flanagan
i Wwhile participating in the Boston Marathon.

i “From the very start, so many wonderful people have
done so many wonderful things,” he said. “They've

raised so much money, from small donations to bigger

fundraisers.”

| Here are just a few examples of what the Cleary

Foundation has been able to accomplish in a short peri-

od of time:

« Money was given to eight children of military
members who were severely wounded or killed in ac-
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